o'clock, when it was found that he had been purged and had vomited a good deal, but had not been able to eat anything. He had passed a large quantity of the worm, which he had placed in a finger-glass in spirit. He was ordered chicken-broth and beef-tea and brandy, to be taken frequently in small quantities, and directions were given that he should be kept warm. He was seen again between 7 and 8 o'clock the same evening, and was then not so well.
Aitken, who was thirty years of age, had been under Dr. Coghill's treatment for tapeworm for nearly three months. A number of remedies had been prescribed, and had failed to bring away the head of the worm, although they had given rise to considerable intestinal disturbance and irritation. For o'clock, when it was found that he had been purged and had vomited a good deal, but had not been able to eat anything. He had passed a large quantity of the worm, which he had placed in a finger-glass in spirit. He was ordered chicken-broth and beef-tea and brandy, to be taken frequently in small quantities, and directions were given that he should be kept warm. He was seen again between 7 and 8 o'clock the same evening, and was then not so well.
He had been again purged and had vomited, and was complaining of cramps in the hands and toes. He had some champagne, and a large mustard poultice was applied to the pit of the stomach, with hot-water bottles to the feet. He seemed soothed, and said he should be better if he could get some sleep, but the pain in the stomach kept him awake. He was given a hypodermic injection of a quarter of a grain of morphia, which afforded him speedy relief. He fell asleep, and directions were given that he should be awakened in two hours for some more chicken-broth and brandy, and that this should be repeated at intervals during the night. From the statement of the friends it appears that at a quarter to twelve he was bathed in perspiration and was very drowsy, but with much difficulty he was made to swallow a cupful of chicken-broth. About half-past one Dr. Coghill was sent for hurriedly, and on his arrival found the patient dead. He gave a certificate that he died of " choleraic diarrhoea," and expressed an opinion that it was induced chiefly by the weather, although it was possible that the irritation resulting from the treatment had rendered him predisposed to such an attack. The pupils after death were widely dilated, and this was accepted as evidence that the morphia could not have exerted any injurious effect.
The post-mortem examination was made by Dr. Carbery, who found general venous congestion of all the organs, including brain, heart, and lungs. The right side of the heart was filled with blood partially clotted, the left side being empty. The Several medical witnesses were examined, and they were unanimously of opinion that the dose of male fern administered was poisonous. Dr. Coghill, on the other hand, according to the report upon which we are dependent for the facts of the case, said that he had previously given six drachms without ill effect, and maintained that the dose was not excessive, giving as his authority for the treatment Dr. William Brinton, of London, as quoted in the last edition of " Napheys' Modern Medical Therapeutics." The explanation was considered satisfactory, and the accused was discharged, the verdict at the inquest being that " deceased died from exhaustion produced by irritants considered necessary for the treatment of his case."
The 
